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Statement for the Global Forum on Migration and Development
Athens, Greece, 2-5 November 2009

This statement contains a series of recommendations by the NGO Committee on Migration for the Global Forum on Migration and Development 2009, based on the themes of the roundtables chosen by the Governments organizing the GFMD.  However, in order to be effective representatives of our constituencies and effective partners with States to achieve Migration-Development goals which are a win-win outcome for all stakeholders, we include a series of recommendations that focus on the needs of Civil Society as Forum participants. These include: a Civil Society agenda; presence in the official GFMD; resources; and an accountability mechanism (See especially recommendations for Round Table 3 below).
Effective institutional and policy coherence regarding migration and development requires Government compliance with existing UN instruments and agreements and the recognition that the GFMD must be rooted in UN Conventions and Treaties.  We therefore applaud and endorse the decisions of the States members of the UN to hold a High-level dialogue on International Migration and Development in 2013, and a one-day informal thematic debate on Migration and Development in 2011
.  

Many of the recommendations we make are based on Resolutions passed by member States of the United Nations General Assembly during this past year, on reports of the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants, and by agencies of the United Nations. These are part of the official record of positions held by the United Nations in regard to migration. We wish to recall and reiterate these positions and urge that, rooted as they are in a human rights agenda, they become an essential ingredient of the deliberations by the Global Forum on Migration and Development.
Roundtable 1: Making the Migration-Development Nexus Work for the MDGs

· Making the Migration-Development (M-D) nexus work toward the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) calls for the urgent collaboration of the international community. As key stakeholders, States have the primary responsibility to take bold actions now to eradicate poverty, achieve improvements in health and education, promote gender equality, ensure environmental sustainability and develop a global partnership for 
development 
. This is the only way to ensure that families can enjoy productive lives at home, and migration becomes a choice, not a necessity 
. 
Addressing Root Causes of Migration through Development, in the Context of the Economic Crisis:

· Reducing the root causes of migration requires the elimination of discriminatory trade and economic policies, including agricultural subsidies now in place, particularly in the industrialized North, that prevent sustainable development in the sending countries, undermine economic stability, and exacerbate outward migration.
· To prevent the uneven impact of globalization, especially in the context of the present global economic crisis, States should avoid unreasonable restrictions on labor migration 
. Liberalizing and simplifying the channels that allow workers, primarily non- professionals, to seek work abroad are main avenues for maximizing the human development impacts of migration 
. 
Mainstreaming Migration in Development Planning: the Role of Human Rights 

· The Migration-Development nexus has not paid sufficient attention to the role played by migrants’ rights in development, especially of the sending countries. Lack of recognition and/or guarantee of these rights severely curtails the development potential of migration, while human, economic, social, and political rights expand it 
. 

· States should effectively promote and protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrants, in particular those of women and children, regardless of their immigration status, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and international Human Rights Standards 
. 
· States (in particular the industrialized nations of the global North) should, without delay, ratify the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families 
. 
· States should work towards regularizing the status of immigrants and migrant workers and their families.  The lack of recognition and/or guarantee of the political, social and economic rights of migrants without regular status prevents their full contribution to the society of the receiving State.

· States must work for effective implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in matters of migration, especially General Recommendation #26 
. Violence against women and girls is a major impediment to achieving internationally agreed development goals, in particular the MDGs 
. 
· Governments are urged to ratify and implement the United Nations Convention against              Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children; and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
. 
· States must recognize that climate change, through destruction of the environment and forced population mobility has drastic negative consequences for development and the realization of the MDGs 
. Climate change disproportionately affects the most marginalized, especially women, who constitute the vast majority of the world’s most impoverished people, with unequal access to resources such as land rights, credit and insurance systems, and decision-making power.
Diasporas, Migrants, and Development: the Role of Governments

· States should maximize the ability of diaspora communities and individual migrants to contribute to development, especially the MDGs, by requiring the implementation of State policies which grant diasporas and migrants within their borders a secure administrative status, access to health care, educational development, and opportunities for decent work.

· States should engage diaspora communities in promoting the human rights of migrant communities by developing alternatives to harsh and arbitrary detention, providing sensitivity training to law enforcement personnel, and actively seeking to integrate migrants into their host communities.
Roundtable 2: Migrant integration, reintegration, and circulation for development

· An early and systematic follow-up should accompany the welcome acknowledgement by States members of the UN that there is a need to analyze the impact of various forms of temporary migration, circular migration, and return migration on the development of countries of origin, transit and destination, as well as on the migrants themselves 
. States must therefore liberalize the opportunities for legal migration, reverse the trend toward criminalizing migration 
, enable benefits from internal mobility, and make mobility an integral part of national development strategies 
. 
· In order to foster a secure, regular and orderly process of migration, States should recognize the important contribution to development made by migrants in countries of origin and destination and should acknowledge the need for international cooperation to address the challenge of irregular migration. States must provide the impetus for worker-friendly policies to promote the development agenda, especially the MDGs 
.

· States must ensure that victims of trafficking are not penalized for being trafficked and that they do not suffer from re-victimization as a result of Government actions. Furthermore, Governments must prevent victims of trafficking in persons from being prosecuted for their illegal entry or residence 
. 

· States must undertake fundamental reform of temporary worker programs, regardless of the immigrant status of such workers. Needed reforms should: (1) grant workers full rights under law equal to all other workers, (2) provide full access to courts and other systems of redress of grievances, (3) remove the requirement of employment of the worker to one sole employer, and (4) provide for a path to residency and citizenship for those workers who desire it. 

· States should consider expanding programs for seasonal work in sectors such as agriculture and tourism. Such schemes have already proved successful in various countries. Good practice mandates that this intervention should involve unions and employers, together with the destination and source country governments, particularly in designing and implementing basic wage guarantees, health and safety standards, and provisions for repeat visits 
.  
· States should consider the benefits of increasing the number of visas for migrant workers, making this conditional on local demand. Experience suggests that good practices here include: (1) ensuring immigrants have the right to change employers (employer portability), (2) offering immigrants the right to apply to extend their stay, (3) outlining pathways to eventual permanent residence, (4) making provisions that facilitate return trips during the visa period, and (5) allowing the transfer of accumulated social security and pension benefits 
.
· All states must recognize the importance of the education of their citizens in formal schooling, in recognition and guarantee of rights, both human and civil, and in expectations and responsibilities, either in the receiving state or one whose population is migrating to another country 
.  Furthermore, states must recognize their responsibility to protect migrants by educating their law enforcement personnel and civil servants to understand and cope humanely with the particular condition and problems of migrants.  
Roundtable 3: Policy and Institutional Coherence and Partnerships

Data Collection, Research, and Assessment Mechanisms:
· All states must recognize the importance for migration of systematic research and comprehensive data collection as a basis for the creation of effective policies to assess and address the situation of migrants in various countries and positions.

· In order to generate comparable and reliable data, states should develop internationally consistent research on migration.
· All data should be disaggregated by sex and age, especially for vulnerable groups like women, children and the elderly.

· All states should urgently engage in collaborative and joint research and studies on trafficking, especially in women and girls, as well as enhanced information sharing and systematic collection of sex- and age-disaggregated data by Governments, to combat the trafficking problem 
. 

The Future of the GFMD and the CSD: Partnerships, Processes, and Fora

· Future multilateral dialogues on migration and development must include the full and equal partnership of civil society and governments, both with respect to the contents of the dialogue and the process of participation. Effective institutional and policy coherence regarding migration and development requires the systematic participation of migrants themselves and the organizations which speak for them.
· States hosting the GFMD should work with Civil Society to increase the transparency and interactive nature of both the States' meetings and the CSD process of the GFMD, including: (1) reforming the selection process of delegates to the CSD, as well as that for CSD authors, presenters, and workshop chairs; (2) developing an agenda more closely matching Civil Society priorities, in particular the priorities of migrant communities themselves; (3) allowing for greater interaction between Civil Society delegates and States, including granting CSD delegates observer access to States’ meetings.

We therefore strongly recommend (1) a Civil Society agenda, (2) a civil society presence in the official GFMD, (3) the creation of special Civil Society resources, and (4) an accountability mechanism, as follows:  
· A civil society agenda in which civil society chooses and organizes workshop themes, writers, speakers, etc.

· An increased civil society presence and participation in the GFMD proceedings, in accordance with the rationale which is already providing increased State participation in the Civil Society Days; such participation offers greater opportunities for exchanges and partnerships, a development which we welcome. Suggestions for an increased Civil Society presence in the GFMD are: (1) a special Roundtable on the theme of Partnerships, organized by civil society, with teams of States and NGOs, or (2) the presence of a member of Civil Society in the official delegations to States days, especially in view of the recently expanded size of the State delegations.
· Resources to support civil society organizing ahead of time, essential for appropriate planning for civil society days and GFMD participation; the inclusion of regional processes preceding 
the Forum as input into the GFMD; the creation and funding of a Civil Society Organizer for nine months prior to the (next) GFMD to supplement the work of the advisory committee and to assist the foundation(s) that organize the GFMDs.
· The introduction of a formal mechanism of year to year accountability, in which civil society recommendations from prior GFMDs are measured for progress and are reported at the opening of the civil society days.
It is our hope that the implementation of these recommendations will bring about rational, coherent and humane policies for the management of international migration, ensure the human rights of all migrants and members of their families, and hasten the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.
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All Nepal Women’s Association

American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences

Awaz Foundation Pakistan: Centre for Development Services

BRAC – Safe Migration and Facilitation Centre
The Catholic International Education Office (OIEC)

Centre for Sustainable Development (CFSD)

El Comite de Apoyo a los Trabajadores Agricolas (CATA)

Company of the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul

Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd

Congregations of St. Joseph

Daughters, Friends and Sisters for Africa
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Dominican Leadership Conference.
The English International Association of Lund and Malmö

Franciscans International

Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP Pakistan)  

Global Workers Justice Alliance ____

The Grail
Gray Panthers

Hope Workers’ Center
Hsinchu Catholic Diocese Migrants & Immigrants Service Center (HMISC)

The Human Lactation Center, Ltd

International Association of Schools of Social Work

International Council of Psychologists

International Federation on Ageing

International Federation of Business and Professional Women (IFBPW)d 
International Federation for Home Economics

International Federation of Settlements and Neighborhood Centers

International Immigrants Foundation

International Network of Alternative Financial Institutions (INAFI) 

         Bangladesh

International Presentation Association of the Sisters of the Presentation

Jagrata Juba Shangha (JJS)

Legal Support for Children and Women (LSCW)
Loretto Community

Marianists International

Migrant Forum India (MFI)

Mindanao Migrant Center for Empowering Action, Inc .(MMCEAI)

Mouvement contre le Racisme et pour l'Amitié entre les Peuples

National Council of Women, USA

Nepal Institute of Development Studies (NIDS)

Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan Program (OKUP)

Pakistan Rural Workers Social Welfare Organization (PRWSWO)

Palamoor Foundation 

The Partnership for Global Justice

Passionists International

People's Movement for Human Rights Learning (PDHRE)

Poverty Elimination And Community Education (PEACE) Foundation
Salesian Missions

Simply Help

Sisters of Charity Federation

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur

Socio-Legal Aid Research & Training Centre

Soroptimist International
The Temple of Understanding

UNANIMA International

United States National Committee for UNIFEM  (UNIFEM/USNC)

VIVAT International 

WARBE Development Foundation

World Christian Life Community

World Federation of Ukrainian Women's Organizations

Worldwide Organization for Women

Zonta International
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