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Introduction

    The NGO Committee on Migration welcomes the theme of partnership proposed by Mexico for the Fourth GFMD Meeting. In our experience as NGOs, partnership around migration issues promotes full realization of the need for people-centered development.

We strongly agree that partnerships “can maximize the developmental benefits of migration for all” (GFMD Theme Concept Paper prepared by Mexico). Above all, they can both promote the human development aspect of migration and protect the rights of migrants, as provided by the International Convention on the Protection of the Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and their Families. 
In preparation for the Round Tables to be held at the 2010 GFMD in Mexico, our GFMD Task Force asked our NGO members and their networks to share experiences of effective partnership practices that maximize the developmental benefits of migration for all. We highlight some of those practices here and provide some illustrative case studies. Questions have necessarily arisen from our reflection on the responses we received, the types of partnerships delineated and our experience as migration practitioners. We list these for each section.
Finally, we note that the Concept Paper, in the delineation of the theme of Round Table 2, emphasizes the need for international discussion of the relationship between gender, family, migration and development in order to ensure the human development of migrants, the protection of human rights, and finally, realization of the MDGs.  We particularly see the need to focus on the needs of children affected by migration -- as members of families left behind, as migrants themselves, both unaccompanied and accompanied by their families, and as children born in migration.  We reiterate some concerns for migrant children voiced by UNICEF, highlight several types of partnerships that have concentrated on serving the children of migration, and raise questions arising from these concerns and from partnership experiences. It is our hope that in the consideration of all these questions the discussion will focus on the issue of human development and migration and contribute to the success of the Fourth GFMD.
1.  Partnerships  for migration and development

Increased attention to cooperation between countries of origin and countries of destination will result in provision of realistic avenues for regular migration. If destination countries will acknowledge the need for labor in a full range of skills, they can preclude the current reality of migrant exploitation in jobs for which there is little or no provision for legal entry.  Resources could be directed to promoting cooperation focused on integration and social development rather than being focused on militarization of borders. Following are some of the avenues that are being successfully pursued within the countries from which NGOs responded:
NGOs with Consulates 

· USA: Mobile consulates made more accessible to migrants and consequently more effective
· Latin America: Encouraging development through continuing education offered by countries of origin within host countries 

NGOs with Municipal Governments 

· Singapore: Partnerships with the local police, hospitals, legal services and civil defense forces to provide counseling and do capacity building for exploited and abused workers
· Colombia: Cooperative work in transportation terminals to assist in anti-trafficking efforts
· Portugal:  Networks educating the general public on the issue of human trafficking and ways in which counter-trafficking measures can be implemented
· Italy, USA, Mariana Islands:  Work with trafficked women to obtain special visas for them to remain in the destination country
· France: Supporting access for refugees and irregular migrants to public services
NGOs with Federal Governments

· Slovakia, Liechtenstein, South Africa: Identification of victims of human trafficking and provision of  legal and social remedies
· Portugal: Work with the national assembly on integration plans for migrants through intercultural dialogue
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Questions for further discussion at the GFMD: 
    - How do those who benefit from migrant labor (employers, banks, and citizens) exercise social responsibility to make positive contributions to protection of migrant rights, such as advocating for change in labor laws that discriminate against farm workers, domestic workers and women? 
     -How can national agendas be created to reform outdated immigration laws in countries that need and recruit labor?  How can laws be drafted to protect families from mandated separation?
    - Since “circular migration” policies are often the source of worker abuse, can realistic policies be developed which do not tie workers to one employer? 

    -How does one address the rising death toll among desperate migrants in transit and the increasing unwillingness of countries to accept migrants?
2. Human Mobility and Human Development
The recent work of the Commission on Social Development shows that the antidote to the commodification of labor and, by extension, migrants, is people centered development. Attention to the human growth of persons in both their country of origin and the diaspora enhances both communities. Social inclusion and positive perceptions of migrants, as opposed to stigmatization and xenophobic exclusion, not only safeguard human rights but also contribute to a rich exchange of cultures and skills, with economic benefits for all.

In many cases, governments reach out to NGOs to fulfill grant opportunities for people centered development and integration of migrants and their families, realizing that NGOs work with migrants on the ground have their trust.

Among examples of partnership with a focus on people centered development, we find the following:
NGOs with Local Communities and Local Governments 
· Korea, France, Italy, Portugal, Malaysia: Programs created to teach local citizens about the culture of countries from which immigrants are arriving
· Thailand: Vocational training, family education, including traditional healing
· Mexico: Orientation programs for both migrants and citizens; joint construction of homes

· Guatemala, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Panama: Extensive education regarding rights and risks, especially for domestic workers

· Italy: Involvement of retired citizens to assist in Italian language instruction, to provide legal aid workshops, to create guides to health care services, and to provide shelters for victims of human trafficking.
· UK: Assistance to refugees and asylees for job searches, applications

· Kenya: Provision of extensive referral services for medical, legal and human capacity building 

· Spain: Empowerment of women through counseling and workshops emphasizing self sufficiency and independence

· Guatemala: Provision of portable justice – legal services across borders - legal aid service 
NGOs with UN Agencies:

· Lebanon: Provision of dispensaries to address the physical and mental issues faced by migrants, refugees and asylees; working to combat discrimination
NGOs with Labor:
· Bangladesh: Skills enhancement for migrants; lobbying of government for ratification of ICMW
· Ghana, Kenya, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Philippines, Fiji, Tonga, New Zealand, Japan, South Korea, USA, Canada, Ecuador, Chile, Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, UK, and Netherlands: Bilateral trade union partnerships between countries of origin and countries of destination to achievement of decent work, equal treatment, access to public services, and the elimination of discrimination against migrant workers and their families
· Chile: Focus on women and girls in detention centers with legal and counseling assistance
NGOs with Federal Governments:
· Republic of Korea: Advocacy for better protection of migrant women marrying internationally and  assisting them in language acquisition, vocational development, cultural celebrations, and job acquisition
· USA: Responding to government requests to provide trauma counseling services for migrant youth and to prepare them for integration into the local community
· Indonesia:  Assistance for migrant workers who have orders of deportation to file appeals or to facilitate their return home
· USA: Collaboration with State Department to provide legal assistance for processing of documents for those eligible; providing “know your rights” workshops for newcomers

Questions for further discussion at the GFMD:

   - How can international agreements for the free movement of labor be facilitated as has been done for the free movement of capital, goods and services?
   - Since women and girls constitute an increasing number of migrants, what policies best serve their needs, empower them, and protect them from violence and discrimination?

   - How can we redefine migrants as contributors rather than as persons who strain resources and threaten security?
   - What is the best way to focus on international obstacles to human development, as outlined in the Monterrey Consensus?
3. Policy and institutional coherence to address the relationship
between migration and development

The effects of both slow and rapid onset climate change, which already force increased migration, are further complicated by the current financial crisis, which affects the ability of migrants to sustain families in their communities or countries of origin. There is a continuing need to search for effective modes of adaptation -- ways to prepare peoples where they are to contribute to the community and domestic economy.  Some already existing examples cited include:
NGOs with Governments, Private Sector and Labor:
· USA/Mexico/Canada: Developing third-party certification systems involving unions and workers' associations and private sector employers to promote fair food systems that combine sustainable traditional agricultural practices, fair trade practices and respect for labor rights.
· Thailand: Retraining workers for services that are lacking, including first response to disasters, CPR, and fire fighting 
· Malaysia: Establishment of centers which provide identification, shelter, education, meaningful projects for trafficked youth and young people who have been forced to move by climate change of both slow and rapid onset
· Various Countries: Disaster response training – NGOs and private sector

· Various countries: Many microfinance initiatives that assist persons who would otherwise be forced to migrate as a result of climate change; such initiatives include community collaboration as well as teaching accounting and banking skills 

 Questions for further discussion at the GFMD:
   - In the light of foreseeable environmental change, what are the strategies of NGOs, private sector and governments to move development initiatives forward? 
   - How can more proactive strategies such as micro and macro financing and attention to gender equality be developed to assist vulnerable populations to adapt to climate change?

   - How would increased partnership with NGOs in the Regional Consultative Processes build effective coherence in addressing the practical aspects of migration issues related to climate change?

4. The Special Vulnerability of Children in Migration:
As we focus on re-emerging themes of the human rights of migrants, elimination of abuse and violence especially against women and children, and concern for the integrity of the family, we wish to emphasize particularly the needs of migrant children. These needs are one of the gaps alluded to in the Concept Paper.  

Children have few, if any, opportunities to speak for themselves in most venues. For that reason, collaboration among Governments, NGOs, and the private sector in considering the impact of migration on children, is critical. Both children in families of mixed status and unaccompanied minors represent an increasing number of migrants. Children are affected significantly by migration experiences, and UNICEF
 has outlined some of the following risks, impacts and experiences that need to be addressed:

· In general, children are particularly vulnerable to abuse and exploitation
· Children left behind often experience less attention, are forced to assume adult 

       responsibilities, and are prone to emotional stress which may lead to school dropout 

· Extended family, community, or institutional care ensures less protection from abuse and exploitation than parental care
· Children in the country of destination are at great risk of being denied access to basic services such as health and education
· Children of irregular migrants and children born in receiving countries that confer automatic citizenship are increasingly separated from their parents who are being arrested, detained, and deported
· If they enter without proper documentation or authorization, children risk arrest and detention themselves 
· Undocumented and minority children are at increasing risk of being trafficked
.
Partnerships between Governments, civil society, faith and community based organizations, and the private sector, illustrate good practices in the light of concerns about the plight of migrant children:

· Sabah, Malaysia: Partnerships have worked together to address international migration of young people. Unable to make a decent living or cope with studies, youth (particularly girls) are at risk of being trafficked or exploited. Preventative programs have been put in place to reach out and better prepare young people for the challenges of city living and equip them with knowledge of their rights as persons and employees 

· USA: National Pro Bono Project for Children seeks to match unaccompanied children released from federal custody with pro bono legal services providers
· Korea: Community based library provides an education program for children of the community in order to deepen understanding about multicultural society and to overcome prejudice against migrants 

· Japan-Philippines: Abandoned Japanese-Filipino children are reunited with their Japanese fathers 

· Germany: Promotion programs are provided for young migrants who after finishing school are prevented from working or learning a profession 

.

Questions for further discussion at the GFMD:
   - How can the rights of the child be reflected in the design and implementation of effective policies and partnerships?
   - Unaccompanied children are among the world’s most vulnerable migrants: how can partners work further to implement the Convention of the Rights of the Child and to ensure that a child’s well being is protected?

   - Children are not only our future, they are our present. What can we do to ensure that every child’s rights as stated in the Convention of the Rights of the Child are given attention in the development of international policies on migration and development, particularly for unaccompanied children?

   - How can we best address the plight of children born in receiving countries that confer citizenship on them but not on their parents, who may be arrested, detained and deported? 

       Concluding remarks:

In summary, both the responses given in the surveys returned and the questions which arise from reflection on those responses point to the fact that even given the effectiveness of a wealth of local,, national, and international partnerships (of which ours are only a few), the most serious (and difficult) considerations in the area of migration continue to be the concerns for human rights, human protection, and human development at the international level. Migrants as individuals are often respected and supported by fellow humans for their desire for decent work and a sustainable livelihood, as well as for the contributions that they make in the countries to which they migrate. At the same time and for many reasons political, economic and social, governments today find it difficult to maintain free access to their countries. It is critical to find ways to reconcile the differing needs of individuals and governments and learn to balance fundamental human rights and aspirations with national societal needs. 
We encourage continued momentum from all stakeholders as the way forward. 
Special thanks to our GFMD Task Force, our Executive Committee, and our Members who contributed to the preparation of this paper
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Case Study in Multiple Partnerships


In the United States we found a state level agriculture and horticulture extension office that worked with the state wage and hour departments to ensure protection for migrant farm workers.  The same extension office worked with employers in order to insure housing compliance, and facilitate legal services that set up “know your rights” and worker responsibility educational sessions. The office chaired a network of NGOs (some of whom were represented by recent migrants) which met monthly to collaborate on solutions to issues that were raised in the area of child care, education, health care, and employment training for those moving from fieldwork to other types of employment.








Case Study Addressing Gender Issues:


Empowering women migrant workers in Spain through education, training and entrepreneurship enables them to become important contributors to social and economic development. Projects including workshops to repair used clothing, household utensils and items for children not only preserve household materials but prepare them for sale. In the process, migrant women learn to manage finances; they interact and network with members of the local community, winning inclusion and developing self-esteem and autonomy.











Case Study Addressing Climate Change Mitigation


A proposal from Bangladesh regarding adaptation to climate change in Asia requests  the cooperation of those who charge for money transfers (remittances) to contribute a slight percentage of their profits to do the following: build a combination vocational/factory center in villages where people are affected by slow onset climate change and provide materials from among the following:  sewing machines, materials for handicrafts, computers, materials to learn construction skills or mills. This process allows for relatively low tech employment to have people avoid the need to move for work. Finally, they encourage strong efforts to promote gender equality in the process.














� A child-rights approach on international migration and child trafficking: A UNICEF perspective, pg.55.








