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To: High-Level Representatives of Belgium as Host of the Global Forum on Migration and Development, 10-11 July 2007

To: High-Level Representatives of UN Member States participating in the Global Forum










        12 March, 2007

Dear Representatives,

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) wish to express their deep concerns about the approaches taken thus far to the Global Forum on Migration and Development (July 10-11, 2007), both in terms of process and substance. We represent a broad cross-section of NGOs and CSOs including trade unions and migrant organizations operating in the development, human rights and labour fields, with gender as an important cross-cutting theme. We believe that it is important to have a transparent, inclusive and participatory process involving civil society, on an issue as important to our constituencies as migration policy. In this regard, we are concerned about the lack of clarity in relation to the governance arrangements for the organization of the Civil Society Forum, especially the issue of broad civil society involvement in shaping the event and its agenda. Of equal concern is the lack of clarity about interactions between the Civil Society Forum and the Global Forum, as well as opportunities for meaningful civil society participation in the latter.

The United Nations as well as regional groupings of Member States (such as the European Union, the Council of Europe, the African Union, and MERCOSUR) have made great strides in enhancing civil society voice and participation in intergovernmental processes, as an integral component of promoting democracy, and as a means of mainstreaming a social dimension in policy-making. Examples abound of best practice in this regard within the UN multilateral system, such as the Financing for Development process, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples, the Earth Summit, and the World Summit on the Information Society. Consultative arrangements with civil society are also institutionalized within the European Economic and Social Committee. 

As the global policy debate on migration gets off the ground and begins to take shape, we believe it is of crucial importance to maintain this tradition, and to institutionalize clear modalities for effective civil society participation. As an issue that will increasingly be a part of the economic and social policy agenda at global and national levels, migration is a subject of great concern to migrant organizations, trade unions and other civil society organizations. These organizations have important contributions to make that will provide useful insights into the relationship between migration and development, and will considerably enrich the dialogue on best practice on both policy and programmatic levels. Failure to make provision for their meaningful participation will be contrary to the principles and praxis of participatory democracy, and will constitute an opportunity missed to advance the dialogue on migration in a comprehensive and effective way.

On the question of substance, we believe that it is important that the evolving global debate on migration policy and practice remain situated within the normative and policy framework on human and trade union rights, people-centered development, gender equality, and achievement of the MDGs, in line with the relevant UN and ILO Conventions, and the Conclusions of the Development Conferences of the past decade. Adherence to such a framework constitutes the essence of policy coherence, and a means of ensuring that migration policies and practices reinforce, rather than undermine development efforts. 

We urge the Belgian government as host of the Global Forum, and all participating governments, to make every effort to adopt truly democratic principles in ensuring the voice and participation of civil society organizations, and in taking civil society inputs fully into account in the intergovernmental deliberations. We are convinced that this will enrich the debate and result in good practice in a way that will be beneficial to all: governments of sending and receiving countries, and migrants themselves.

Yours sincerely,

Alliance of Concerned Teachers

American Psychological Association 
Armenian International Women’s Association

Center for Migration Studies of New York

Global Workers Justice Alliance

Comite de Apoyo a los Trabajadores Agricolas (CATA)
Congregation of the Mission

Congregations of St. Joseph

The Dominican Leadership Conference

The Grail 

Gray Panthers

The Human Lactation Center, Ltd.

International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC)

International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences

International Council of Psychologists

International Consortium of Caribbean Professionals (ICCP)

International Federation of Business and Professional Women (BPW-International)

International Immigrants Foundation

International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism (IMADR)                                        

International Presentation Association of the Sisters of the Presentation

International Women's Anthropology Conference
National Council of Women

National Employment Law Project

Passionists International 
Public Services International
Simply Help

Sisters of the Good Shepherd 

Soroptimist International

US Committee for UNIFEM

UNANIMA International

Women in Black

World Association of Former United Nations Internes and Fellows

World Christian Life Community 

Zonta International

Responses and inquiries may be sent to the NGO Committee on Migration, rosaresnick@hotmail.com   

