Civil Society Forum on Migration and Development/Global Forum on Migration and Development, July 2007
“Human rights are at the heart of migration and should be at the forefront of any discussion on migration management policies.” OCHR Fact Sheet NO. 24
The NGO Committee on Migration is concerned about the fact that the agenda for the Global Forum does not take into account a rights-based approach. It also excludes a comprehensive perspective on development which would ensure that the previously agreed goals including the Millennium Development Goals are not undermined by migration policy and practice. Further, it fails to pay adequate attention to the social cost to migrant families. 

Finally, the process includes only a token one hour for Civil Society interaction with the Global Forum. 
We therefore urge the member states to consider the following points as they prepare for the Global Forum on Migration and Development:

· Recall the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families and the need for states to ratify this Convention, particularly receiving countries and countries in the Global North.
· Further recall the ILO Multilateral Framework on Labor Migration 
· Recall that governments have already articulated interest in a number of themes that are important for the discussion, which include  human rights, especially rights of women and children, working conditions, and informal economy,  (women and girls account for half of all migrants today) NGLS Roundup 127, November,  2006, p.5
· Remember the call of the interactive dialogue between the General Assembly and Civil Society of July, 2006 for a “comprehensive rights-based approach to international migration , …ensuring respect for and protection of the human rights of all migrants and their families” A/61/187, III  
· Include treatment of policies and practices regarding vulnerability of women and children migrants and older persons, separation of  families, integration of migrants in the receiving countries and their reintegration upon their return to countries of origin, and need of migrants for education and  health care, (which would increase their well-being and positive contributions to sending and receiving countries)
· Concern themselves with the destabilization of the family structure and tremendous human suffering due to trafficking, and new forms of slavery

· Raise awareness of the fact that migrants frequently are denied due process of law
· Realize the need to respect, uphold, and protect the human rights of all migrants regardless of their legal status

· Assure that “work…be done on seeing how states can be made to meet their responsibilities to those individuals who are buttressing their economies but who are ineligible for basic human rights protection in return.” - UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants, June 27, 2006

“Any future consultations on the issue of international migration and development should include the effective participation of migrants themselves, non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, and the private sector.” A/61/187 par.22
We ask that in view of the above, member states:
· Note the good results achieved in recent years by the cooperation of civil society and
member states

· Remember the recent numerous calls within the UN system for transparency, inclusiveness, and participation 

· Ensure that the input from the Civil Society Forum, July 9, 2007 is effectively integrated into the Global Forum July 10-11, 2007

· Pursue meaningful and substantive dialogue between civil society  and governments, and adopt the conclusions of the Civil Society Forum as an official document of the Global Forum
· Finally we strongly recommend Civil Society participation throughout the Global Forum.
